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EDYTOR’S NOTE: The au-
thor, a Tucsonian, is presi-
dent of the Institute for To-
morrow, a non-profit ergani-
zation which is concerned
about the environment and
which seeks to educate the
public about ways to ‘‘bring
about and maintain the gual-
ity of life which we all de-
sire.”

By Jack Ryan

Once a year, sometimes
twice, rarely more, those of us
who are over 18 cast our bal-
lots, deciding who shall repre-
sent us in the government and
deciding the fate of certain
other issues before us. For
those under 18, and for the re-
mainder of the year for the
rest, we can only sit back and
hope for the best. Right?
Wrong!

Survival, is the most impor-
tant issue facing us. Although
Man has nearly conquered dis-
ease, starvation and natural
enemies, he is in the position
of placing himself on the list
of endangered species. Our en-
vironmental problems — over-

. population, pollution, limited
natural resources — are all
great threats to our way of
life, even our existence. To
remedy these ills in a rapidly
changing world, we can hard-
ly rely on voting once a year.
Ballots and voting age consid-
erations notwithstanding,
each one of us can vote every
day on the issues which con-
cern us!

There are two ways.

You must be willing to study
both the problems and their so-
lutions. You must be willing to
find out what is going wrong,
what can be done fo make
things right, and them commit
yourself to action. But the ac-
tion required is fairly simple.

To vote you can:

—Buy wisely. — Write let-

ters.

A combination of these two
voting techniques is more ef-
fective. Letters make your de-
cisions and thoughts known to
others. Buying wisely — dollar
voting — makes your deci-
sions and thoughts noticed.

Few, if any, individuals or
corporations pollute with de-
liberate malice. Ignorance
bordering on neglect is some-

times involved, but: ‘economi
reasons are more prevalent.
Our economic systems, which
developed in an era when
space and resources appeared

, have found .
more proflt in dumping wastes
into our air and water, for in-
stance, than in reclaiming the
resources which are repre-
sz_egted by these wastes.

kToday, if you find that you
nust repaint your house as a
result of air pollution, you are
paying so that some other per-

son will get a few cents more -

on his stock dividend instead
of using the money to prevent
that air pollution. The same is
true if you fall victim fo can-
cer or emphysema. Other
manufacturers find it profit-

able to make disposable prod-

ucts or shoddy merchandise,
usually because you — the

consumer — demand them, as

a result of having been led to
believe that your sole purpose
Adn life is to consume not to en-
ijoy life.

We haVve been led to believe
that to enjoy life we MUST
consume. As a result, our air

_and water are unfit for con-

sumption, our Trecreational
areas become overcrowded or
disappear, we find ourselves
elbow to elbow with standing
room only wherever we go.
When you commit yourself to
live, as well as think, envirgn-
mentally, you will be voting so

that people will take nofice.-

Words sometimes fall on deaf-
ened ears, but money talks to
everyone!

" Redefine your  personal
Egoals and ideals. Make them
4 B

your goals and ideals, not
those of Madison Avenue! A
new 500 horsepower Belchfire
Super Sport automobile will
not make you more successful.

_.But:the money you save on the
: purchase price,

insurance,
and upkeep of a small car can
go a long way towards making
life a lot more enjoyable. And -
you will be doing something to
preserve our environmental
quality and natural resources.
Buying a used car does even
more. When Detroit finds that
their new Super Polluters are
not selling, they will bring out
something that will sell — a
car that does not pollute.
They’ll make a profit even if it
does mean a cleaner environ-
ment.
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Vote ‘Yes’ for survnal

Buying returnable
(and return them el
- merchandise whlch‘ :
longer,
money in the long run, will be
a vote for the ‘‘good guys”,
and will demonstrate that
planned obsolescence is 0bso-
lete.

Use products which are en-
vironmentally oriented. Even
in areas where water pollution
is not a problem (yet) your
purchase of a phosphate-free
detergent and other home-
care products is a vote en-
couraging manufacturers to
produce  ecologically safe
products for use everywhere.

Find out about recycling
your waste metal, glass and
paper in your conumunity. You
may help some worthwhile or-
ganization by donating your
refuse to them to sell for recy-
cling. And remember places
like Goodwill Industries when
you think you are ready to
throw out old clothes or other
unwanted items.

Be conservative in your use
of our natural resources. Ride
a bicycle instead of a car for
short distances. In the city,
support your local public tran-
sit system and efforts to im-
prove it. Use elbow-grease in-
stead of electrical gadgets.
Turn off your lights when not
in use.

One of the most important
things you can do is to limit
your own family size to not
more than two natural chil-
dren. This will relieve you of
many of the financial prob-
lems of a large family which
arise from the high cost of
“medical care, food, clothing,
" housing, entertainment and
education. You will be much
more capable of giving love
and security to a small fami-
ly. With less consumption by
your family, our population-
related environmental prob-
lems may more readily be at-
tacked. The two-child family
is a step in the direction of a |
stable population size.
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Elected representatives and
officials of government
agencies are both suitable tar-

_pets for letters. Elected repre-

sentatives in particular are



apt to be poorly versed in en-
vironmental facts. You would
hardly expect a lawyer to be
an expert in ecology, for ex-
ample. And his many duties
may keep him from becoming
one. You can take the time to
become informed in some par-
ticular facet of environmental
interest, and then perform a
valuable service by advising
your representatives of the en-

vironmental facts of life. In
addition, urge him to vote in a
manner reflecting these facts.
After aill, he is representing
you and he wants to know how
you feel about these issues as
they come before him. The de-
mise of the SST has shown
how effective letters from con-
cerned citizens can be.

Agency officials may be
harder to reach. Often it may
seem to be in their own self-
interest to believe only the
“facts” presented by the in-
dustry which they should be
regulating — some hope to
eventually receive a high-pay-
ing job with that industry.
However, no industry will sell
products when environmental
deterioration has eliminated
the market. Nor will they then
hire former government em-
ployees. So it is in the officials
own self-interest to know all
the facts and to act appro-
priately. And when he is al-
ready attempting responsible
action, your support can help
him more effectively resist
pressures from industry and

from other governmental offi--

cials.

Another target is those who
espouse and distribute what
has become known as ‘‘ece-

pornography” — advertising

or other statements which are

ecologically unsound. Adver-

tisders are often the guilty
parties. Sometimes the guilt
may be unintentional, as when
an ‘“‘ideal” family of three or
more children is shown. To
halt the population explosion
and the related deterioration
of our environment, the ideal
today should be not more than
two children per family. Let
the advertiser know that his
advertising is out of date.

Other ecopornography is
deliberate, as when an electric
company urges us to use more
power — power which can not

be supplied unless we accept
further destruction of our en-
vironment. Still other ads im-
ply that certain products.
beneficial to the envirol
when in reality they are
ful or are completely unre-
lated to environmental consid-
erations. For example, a pa-
per bag is imprinted with “We
are ecology minded. This bag
will self-destruct in Mother
Earth.” Waste, not recycling,
is urged. Boycott these prod-
ucts, and let the manufac-
turers know why.

The Federal Trade Commis-
sion is interested in learning
about advertisers who attempt
to mislead the public and to
take advantage of our concern
for the environment. Let the
FTC know when you find a fla-
grant example ' of ecopor-

nography.

When you see ecopornogra-
phy write to the magazine,
newspaper or other medium
which is carrying the ecopor-
nography.

Praise can be as effective
as criticism, but to the oppo-
site side of the coin. Any per-
son who tries to improve our
environment needs to know
that his activities are appre-
ciated and supported, be he a
governmental official, manu-
facturer or private citizen. In
fact, people will respond more
favorably to praise than to
criticism when considering
their future actions.

\

Encouraging manufacturers
to eliminate pollution and.
waste may result in an appar-
ent increase in prices. This is
a common excuse used in at-
tempts to frlghten us into
ent - pollutlon
es. The in-
creases will be real on certain
items, as the cost of producing
that item is paid by the person
consuming it, and not subsi-
dized by society as a whole.
But you are saving elsewhere.
For example, would you ob-
ject to slightly higher prices
for copper or steel products if
you knew that you might not
have to buy an air purifier,
might not have to pay higher
taxes for water purification
plants.

You can bring about this
sort of change. Get out and
vote — every day!



	image_001.pdf (p.1)
	image_002.pdf (p.2)

